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SUB J : EDITORIAL IN BANGKOK'S "THE NATION" ON A KHMER SOLUTION 

1. THE BANGKOK ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DAILY "THE NATION" RAN THE 
FOLLOWING EDITORIAL ON DECEMBER 12, UNDER THE HEADING 
"KHMER FOLLOW-UP MUST BE THROUGH NORTH VIETNAM" WHICH 
MAY BE OF INTEREST TO ADDRESSEES. 
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2. BEGIN QUOTE. 

AMBASSADOR ANAND PANYARACHUN. OUR MAN IN WASHINGTON 
END IN THE UNITED NATIONS. PLAYED A KEY LOBBYING ROLE 
WHEN THE CONSIDERATION OF SEATING PRINCE NORODOM 
SIHANOUK'S GOVERNMENT -IN-EXIT ,E IN THE UN INSTEAD OF THE 
PHNOM PENH GOVERNMENT WAS DEBATED. ALTHOUGH THE US 
THREW ITS FULL WEIGHT BEHIND THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT, 
WASHINGTON PREFERRED TO LEAVE IT TO THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
COUNTRIES TO WORK OUT THE SOLUTION. 

WHEN THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IN CAMBODIA MANAGED 
TO RETAIN ITS SEAT IN THE UN BY TWO VOTES, IT SHOULD 
NOT BE CONSIDERED A VICTORY BUT MORE AS A REWRIEVE SINCE 
THE RESOLUTION SAYS THAT UN SECRETARY GENERAL KURT 
WALDHEIM AND ALL OTHER COUNTRIES CONCERNED SHOULD 

EXERCISE THEIR GOOD OFFICES TO BRING THE WARRING PARTIES 
TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE AND FIND A POLITICAL SOLUTION. 

NO ONE IS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE WAR IN CAMBODIA 
THAN THE ASEAN MEMBERS AND MR. ANAND HITS IT ON THE HEAD 
WHEN HE SAYS THAT ASEAN SHOULD TAKE IT UPON ITSELF TO 
URGE NORTH VIETNAM AND SIHANOUK TO ACCEPT THE OFFER 
WHICH PRESIDENT LON NOL OF CAMBODIA HAS MADE FOUR TIMES-- 
INVITATION TO TALKS ANYWHERE WITHOUT ANY PRE-CONDITIONS. 
AND SIHANOUK HAS TURNED IT DOWN FOUR TIMES. 


ASEAN IS IN A PRIVILEGED POSITION BECAUSE ONE OF 
ITS MEMBERS, INDONESIA, HAS TIES WITH HANOI AND IT IS 
ALSO A MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CONTROL 
AND SUPERVISION OF THE VIETNAM CEASEFIRE. THAILAND, 

AS A NEIGHBOUR AND A FRIEND OF THE PHNOM PENH GOVERN- 
MENT, COULD OF COURSE INFLUENCE IT BUT THERE IS NOT MUCH 
MORE THAT LON NOL CAN OFFER THAN WHAT HE HAS ALREADY DONE. 

MR. ANAND ARGUES THAT SINCE ASEAN HAS BEEN HEAVILY 
INVOLVED IN THE CAMBODIAN QUESTION IN THE UN, IT IS ONLY 
LOGICAL THAT THE FIVE NATIONS SHOULD FOLLOW UP THE 
MATTER. IN SUCH MATTERS TIME RUNS OUT VERY FAST AND 
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ONE YEAR IS NOT A LONG TIME. THE FIVE NATIONS SHOULD 
MEET AT A HIGH LEVEL WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE OF FINDING 
A SOLUTION TO THE PRESENT STALEMATE CAUSED BY THE PER- 
SISTENT REFUSAL OF SIHANOUK TO NEGOTIATE. 

NEITHER THE PATHET LAO NOR THE VIET CONG 
SHOWED RECALCITRANCE TO NEGOTIATE AND THOUGH THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WERE TOUGH AND PROTRACTED, THE WARRING 
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PARTIES DID REACH AN AGREEMENT. THERE IS STILL FIGHTING 
TDWOING ON IN VIETNAM AND IT MAY TAKE YEARS BEFORE ALL 
THE GUNS ARE SILENT. BUT IN LAOS, THE TERMS OF THE 
AGREEMENT HAVE BEEN KEPT AND BOTH SIDE HAVESHOWN 
THEIR DESIRE TO WORK FOR THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY. 

SIHA OUK'S CONTRARINESS NOT ONLY MAKES HIM A 
PRIMA DONNA- WHICH EVERYONE KNOWS HE IS-BUT ALSO 
QUESTIONS HIS REAL EFFECTIVENESS AS THE LEADER OF THE 
INSUCGPAGH OPVYADUDWN CAMBODIABM THE KHMER ROUGE DO 
NOT HAVE SUCH SHORT MEMORIES AS TO FORGET THAT BEFORE 
1969 WHEN HE WAS OUSTED, HE WAS THEIR ARCH-SUPPRESSOR. 

DESPITE SIHANOUK'S CLAIMS, NOBODY BELIEVES HE HAS 
SET FOOT ON CAMBODIAN SOIL SINCE HE WAS OUSTER. HIS 

DEPUTY KHIEU SAMPAN SPENDS MOST OF HIS TIME IN THE 
OCCUPIED LANDS OF CAMBODIA AND MANY BELIEVE THAT HE IS 
THE ACTUAL LEADER OF THE INSURGENCY MOVEME T WITH 
SIHANOUK AS THE TITULAR HEAD SINCE HE IS INTERNATIONALLY 
WELL KNOWN AND HIS NAME MIGHT BE USEFUL TO SECURE A UN SEAT. 

APART FROM KHIEU SAMPAN THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER 
LEADERS OF KHMER ROUGE WORKING IN CAMBODIA AND LEADING 
THE KHMER ROUGE BUT THEY ARE NOT INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN. 
THESE ARE THE PEOPLE AT THE DECISION-MAKING LEVEL ON 
THE COMMUNIST SIDE. 

OBVIOUSLY, THEY CANNOT BE GOT AT AND SO THE ASEAN 
MEMBERS, IF THEY HAVE TO FOLLOW-UP THEIR EFFORTS IN 
THE UN, WILL HAVE TO FALL BACK ON HANOI. NORTH VIETNAM 
HAS AGREED TO A COALITION GOVERNMENT IN LAOS AND THERE 
IS NO REASON WHY SHE SHOULD NOT DO SO IN CAMBODIA. 
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PERHAPS THE BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO NEGOTIATIONS IS 
SIHANOUK HIMSELF BECAUSE HE BELIEVES THAT ONCE THE WAR 
IS OVER HE MAY NO MORE BE THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT EITHER 
IN PHNOM PENH OR IN HIS PEKING-BASED GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE. 
END QUOTE. 

DEAN 
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